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A Remonftrance, &c. 


Bennington, January Oy 19783. 


>. SIR, i 
OUR Excellency’s letter of the 11th ult. inclofin 
an A& of Congrefs of the sth of December laft, 
have duly received, and have this day laid the fame before 
the Council of this State, who agree in the opinion, that 
the interference of Congrefs to controul the internal po- 
lice and government of this State, isa matter too ferious 
and extenfive in its nature to be determined, without 
conting the Legiflative Authority of the State, whofe 
adjourned Seffion is to be attended on the fecond Thurf- 
day of February next, at which time, I fhall lay the fame. 
before them, and, as foon as may be, communicate to 
your Excellency their determinations on the premifes, 
And in the mean time beg leave to lay before Congrefs the 
following remonftrance againft their faid Act, which is 
founded partly on a mutual agreement between Conprefs 
on the one part, and the State of Vermont on the other 
that the latter fhould haye been taken into the fodera 
union of the United States, previous to the date of the 
pafling of the faid a&t ; and partly on the impropriety of 
the claim of Congrefs to interfere in the internal governa 
ment of this State. . And, 
1ft. Congrefs is reminded of their folemn engagements 
to this State, in their public acts of the yth and zift of 
Augu 1781, which were officially tranfmitted to the 
Legiflature of this State, and are in the words aotiowis 3 
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st By the UNITED STATES in Congrefs ‘affombled, 

: uguit 7, 1481. 

t Congrels tobk into con l raian ‘the Beport of the 
Committee, to whom was recommitted their report on + 
. the letter of the 2cth June, from the Prefident of New- 
Hampthire, together with a motion relative to the fub- 
ject, and thereupon came to the following refolutions. 

“ Whereas the States of New-Hampthire and New- 
York haye fubmitted to Congrefs the decifion of the dif- 

utes between them, and the.people inhabiting the New- 

ampfhire Grants, on the welt fide of Connecticut ri- 

wer, called the State of Vermont, concerning their re- 
{pective claims of jurifdiGtion over the faid territory, and 
thave been heard thereon; and whereas the people afore- 
faid claim, -and-exercife ‘the powers of a fovereign inde- 
pendent State, and have requefted to be admitted ‘into 
the foederal union of the United Statesof'America; inor- 
der thereto, atid that they may have an opportunity to be 
Kieard-in vindication of their faid-claim. 

=- “"Refolved, _ : . 
«“*€ Fhat a Committee of five be appolzited tocorifer with 
Zuch perfon or petfors, as-may be-appointed by the peo- 

le refiding-on the New-Hamphhire Grants, -on the’ weft 

de of Connecticut river, or by their reprefentative body, 
refpecting their claim to'be ån independent State; and 
en-what-teims-it may be -prépér to admit them ‘into the 
focderal union of thefe States, in cafe the United States 
in Congrefs afleémbled fhall determine.to tecognize their, 
independénee, and thereof make réport. 

“* And itis heréby recommended to‘ the people of the 
territory aforefaid, or their reprefentative body, to ap- 
point an Agent, or Agents to repairimmediately to Phila- 
delphia with full powers and inftru€tions to confer swith 
the ftid Committee, on tke matters aforefaid,:and on be- 
half of the faid people to agree upon, and ratify ‘terms and 
articles of union-and confederation with the United States 
of America, in cafe they fhall be admitted into the union. 
And the faid Committee are hereby inftrncted to give 
notice to the Agents of the States of Néew-Hampfthire 
and New-York, to be prefent at the conference afore- 


faid. 
7 © Refolved, - 


Es J 
«© Refolved, ‘ s 

c ‘That in cale Congrefs thall recognize the indspen= 
dence-of the faid :peaple:of Vermant, they-will confider 
all the lands belonging to New-Hamphhire and. New-Zosk 
refpectively, without the limits.of Vermont aforefid, 
as coming within the mutual guarantee of territory;cgn- 
tained in the.articles‘of confederation; and that the Uri- 
_ ted. States-will accordingly guarantee fuch lands, and the. 

jurifdiGion over the fame, againft any.claims or encroagh- 
went from.the inhabitants-of Vermont-aforefaid.” ` 

: ‘© Extract from the minutes, 
(Signed), ‘CHARLES THOMSON, Sec’ry.” 
By the UNITED STATES in Congreis affembled, 
Auguft 21, 1781. a 

«Tt being the-fixed purpofe -of Congrefs to adhere.to 
the guarantee of the States of New-Hamphhire and 
ew Kork, contained jn their refolutions of. the-7th in- 

anit. ; l 

“ Refolved, Ja : 

“ That it bean indifpenfable preliminary, jn order „to 
the recognition of the independence pf the:people inha- 
hiting the territory called the State of Vermont, and their 
admiffion into the foederal union, that they explicitly:re-- 
linguith all demands of lands, and jurifdiction on the eaft 
fide of the-weft banks of Connecticut- river, and. on :the 
weft fide ofa line beginning at the north-weit corner-of 
the State of Maflachufetts, thence by a line twenty. miles 
galt of Hudfon’s river, fo faras faid river, runs ‘northerly 
in-its general courfe, thence by the weft.bounds af the 
townthips granted by the late government of New-Hamp-~ 
fhite, to the river running from Sou-h-Bay to. Lake. Cham- . 
plain, thence along the faid river to.Lake Champlain, 
thence along the waters of Lake ‘Champlain: to the lati- _ 
tude 45 degrees north, excepting a.neck of-tand between 
Miflitkay-Bay,-and the waters of Lake Champlain,” 

& Extract from the minutes, 
(Signed) -CHARLES THOMSON, Sec’ry.” 
‘Confiding in the faith and konser of oir sin the fore- 
going refolutions, and in confequence of advice received 
in a letter from His Excellency: General" Wafhington, da- 
ted the. 12 of January, 1782, which was. publickly read 
; an 
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and on.which great confidence was placed, in which he 
fays, ** It is nat my bufinets, neither do I think it necef- 
fary, now to difcufs the origin of the right of a number’ 
of inhabitants to that tract of country, formerly diftin- 


. guifhed by the name of the New-Hampfhire Grants, and 
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now known by that of Vermont. Y will take it for grant» 
ed, that their right was good, becaufe Congrefs by their 
refolve of the 7th of Auguft implies it, and by that of the 
2aft are willing fully to confirm it, provided the new State. 
is confined to certaindeferibed bounds. It appears there- 
fore to me, that the difpute of boundary is the only one 
that exifts, and that, that being removed, all further dif- 
ficulties would be removed alio, and the matter termina- 
ted to the fatisfaction of all parties.’ His Excellency 
the General further obferves; “ You have nothing to do, 
but withdraw your jurifdiction to the confines of your 
old limits, and obtain an acknowledgement of indepen- 
dence and fovercignty, under the refolve of the zrit of 
Auguft, fer fo much territory as does not interfere with. 
the ancient eftablifhed bounds of New-York, New-Hamp- 
fhire, and Maffachufetts. I perfuade myfelf, you will fee 
and acquiefce in the reafon, the juftice, and indeed ne~ 
ceflity of fuch a decifion.” 

The Legiflature of this State were induced to comply 
with the indifpenfible preliminary required of them, in the 
laft recited act of Congrefs as appears by the following, 
which isan extract of their proceedings. 

State of Vermont, in General Afiembly, Feb. 22, 1482. 

e The recommendation of the grand Committee, con- 
fiting of His Excellency the Governor, the honorable the 
Council and the Reprefentatives of the people, on taking 
into confideration the refolutions of Congrefs refpeGting 
this State, in the month of Auguft laft, being read, is as 
follows: * That in the fenfe of this Committee, Con- 
grefs, by their refolutions of Auguft laft, in guaranteeing 
to the States of New-York and New-Hampfhire re- 
{peCtively, all the territory without certain limits therein 
exprefled, has eventually determined the boundaries of 
this State. And whéreas it appears to this Committee, 
confiftent with the fpirit, true intent, and meaning of the 
articles cf union entered inte by this State, with a inha- 
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bitants of a certain diftri of country, on the eaft fideo 
the weft banks of Connecticut river, and on the weft fide 
of a line twenty miles eaft of Hudion’s river, which artie 
cles of union were executed on the 2gth day of February, 
and the 15th day of June laft, that Congrefs fhould conti- 
der and. determine the boundary lines of this State: It is 
recommended to the Legiflature of this State to pafs refo- 
lutions, declaring their acquiefcence in, and acceflion to 
the determinatian made by Cengrefs of the boundary 
lines between -the States of New-bampfhire' and New- 
York refpectively, and this State, as they.are in faid refo- 
lutions defined and ‘defcribed. And alfo, exprefsly re- 
linquifhing all claims to, and jurifdi€tion over, the faid 
districts of territory without faid boundary lines, and the 
inhabitants thereon refiding. 

‘© Confiding in the faith and wifdom of Congrefs, that 
they will immediately enter on meafures to carry into ef- 
feé the other matters in the faid refolutions contained, 
and fettle the fame on equitable terms, whereby this State 
may be received into and have and enjoy all the protecti- 
on, rights and advantages of a foederal union with the 
United States of Ametica, as a free, independant, and 
fovereign State, as is held forth to us, in and by the faid 
refolutions. ` 

& And that the Legiflature caufe official. information 
of their refolutions to be immediately tranfmitted to the 
Congrefs of the United States, and to the States of New- 
Hampthire and New-York refpectively, — 

t Whereupon refoived, 

*° That the foregoing recommendation be complied 
with, and that the weft banks of Connecticut river, and 
a line beginning at the north-weft corner of the State of 
Maflachufetts, from thence northward twenty miles eaft 
of Hudfon’s river, as fpecified in the refolutions of Con- 
grefsin Auguit laft, be confidered as the eaft and weft. 
boundaries of this State. That this aflembly do hereby 
relinquifh all claims and demands to, and right of jurif- 
diction in and overany and every diitri€t of territory with- 
out faid boundary lines. That authentic copies of this 
refolution be forthwith officially tranfmitted to Congrefe, 
and the States of New-Hampthire and New-Yerk re- 
{pectivelv.” “£ February 
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i s February 28, 1782. . 

«i The Honorable Mofes Robinfon and Paul: Spooner- 
Efqrs. Ifaac Tichenor Efq; and tlie-Honorable Jonas Fay- 
Elg; were elected Agents, and Delegates to'reprefent this. 
State in the Congrefs of the United States. - 

“ Refolved | 

t That His Excellency the Governor be; and: he is: 
hereby requefted to commiflionate theaforenamed Agents 
with penay powers to negociate the admiflion of this. 
Stateinto the confederation of the United States, three: 
of whom are hereby authorifed-to tranfact faid bufinefs; 
And this State being admitted into the confederation 
with the United States, any one or two of laid Agents are 
hereby impowered to take their feats, and reprefent this- 
State in Congrefs.” 

The faid Agents having been commiflioned, agreeable 
to the above refolutions, a claufe of which is in the fol- 
lowing words; To negociate and compleat on the part’ 
of this State, the admiflion thereof into a foederal union 
with the United States of North-America. And in be~- 
half of this State to fubicribe articles of perpetual union. 
and confedation therewith.” ‘They repaired to Philadel- 
pin on the bufinefs of their faid agency, and on the 31ft 

arch 1982, officially laid before Congre‘s the aforeiuid 
compliance of the Legiflature of this State, with the prc- 
pofitions contained in the forementioned refolutions of 
Congrefs of the 7th and 21t of Auguft 1781. And the 
whole matter having been referred, by Congrefs, to a’ 
Committee of their own members, viz: “* Mr. Clymer, 
Mr. Carrol, Mr. Clark, Mr. Livermore and Mr. Law.” 
The faid Committee, on the ryth of April 1752, reported 
their opinion to Congrefs in the following wortis: 

<¢ "That, in the fenfe of your Committee, the people 
of the faid diitri€t by the laft recited act, (“ to wit, the 
adi of the Legitature of this State of the 22d, of February. 
before recited) have fully complied with the flipulation 
made and required of them in the refolutions (* of Cone ` 
grefa” ) of the 20th and a1ft of Auguft, as preliminaries 
to a recognition of their fovereignty, and independence, | 
and admiffion into the facderal union of the States. And 
that the conditional promife, and engagement of Congrele 
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of fuch recognition, and admiffion, is thereby become 
abfolute and necefary to be performed. Your Committee 
therefore fubmit the following refolution :” | 

« That the diftri& or territory called Vermont, as 
defined and limited in the refolutions of Fogl of the 
2oth and 21ft of Auguft 1781, be, and it is hereby re- 
cognized, and acknowledged by the name of the State 
of Vermont, as free, fovereign, and independent; and 
that a Committee be appointed to treat and confer with 
the Agents and Delegates from faid State, upon the 
terms and mode of the admiffion of the faid State into 
the foederal union.” . i 

It appears by an attefted extraQ from the minutes o£ 
Congrefs, that, aftér the foregoing report was read, 
€ A motion was made and feconded, that the firft Tuef. 
day in OGtobér” {then)“‘next be. affigned for the confi 
deration of the report.” i 

« And on this queftion being put, it paffed in the 
negative.” ’ . , 

** A motion was then made and feconded, that the third 
Tuefday in June” {then)“ next be napa co for the cons 
fideration of the report. On the queition to agree ta 
this mation, it was loft.” s , 

& A motion was then made and feconded,“ That 
Monday ” (then) “€ next be aligned for,the confiderati- 
on of the report. On the queftion to agree to this, it 
pafled in the negative.” 

By the laft mentioned motions, and the manner in 
which Congrefs left the matter, the Agents and Dele- 
ace behalf of this State, officially delivered to his 
ixcellency, then Prefident of: Congrefs, a letter, o£ 
which the following is a copy, , 

‘Philadelphia, April 19, 1482. 


STR, 

“ The fituation in which Congrefs has been pleafed ta 
leave the buiinefs of our miflion, as Agents and Dele« 
gates from the State of Vermont, renders our attenda 
ance at prefent unneceflary.” a 

“ As the reprefentatives of an independent and vir 
tious people, we eftcem it our duty to inform Congrefs, 
that, in confequence of their faith pledged to ws, in, and 
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by a refolution of the zcth of Auguft laft, and by offici- 
al advice from fundry gentlemen of the firft characters 
in America, the Legiilature of Vermont have been pre- 
vailed upon to comply in the moft ample manner, with 
the refolution aforefaid.” 

* On the 31it ult. we officially acquainted Congrefs 
with the faid compliance ;. together with the powers 
vetted in us; in full confidence that, from the integrity 
and wifdom of that Honorable Body, no obftacle could 
prevent our confederation and union with them.” 

** We are difappointed by the unexpected delay of 
Congrefs in executing on their part, the intent and fpi- 
rit of the refolve above cited.” | 

< We would not with to urge the attention of the 
grand Council of America from matters of more confe- 
quence than merely the happinefs of a State; but the 
critical fitüation Vermont is reduced to, by cafting ofa 
confiderable part of her ftrength, in being expofed as a 
forlorn hope, to the main force of the enemy in Canada, 
and deftitute of the aid of the United States, in whofe 
caufe, atan early period fhe freely fought and fuffered, 
will, we prefume, fufliciently apologize for being thus 
‘argent, that unneceflary delay may not deprive us of 
the benefits of the Confederation.” ' 

<“ We purpofe to leave this city to-morrow morning, 
and expect to be officially acquainted when our attend. - 
ance wilibe neceflary, and have the honour to be, Sir, 
your moft obedient and humble Servants.” 

JONAS FAY. 

Signed, MOSES ROBI 

i ISAAC TICH 
His Excellency 


The PRESIDENT of CONGRESS. . 

In confequence of this procraftination of Congrefs, 
the Agents of Vermont returned, and reported the a- 
forefaid proceedings to the Legiflature of this State. And 
in October laft, the faid Legiflature again appointed 
Agents, with full powers and inftruGtions, forthe purpofe 
of meeting Congrefg upon terms and articles of an ad- 
miflion of this State into the foederal union, not con- 


ceiving, that Congrefs would have departed from their 
agreement 
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agreement before recited; but fuppofing their hitherto 
declining to execute it, might have been owing to a 
firetch of policy incomprehenfible to this government, 

` This being the confident difpofition of the inhabitants 
of this State towards Congreis; and a recognition of _ 
their independence and fovereignty, and admiffion into 
the foederal union, being thus fecured by the promife and 
engagement of the United States, they could not, in 
this fituation, be otherwife than alarmed, on receiving 
an aét of Congrefs in the following words; 

§ By the UNITED STATES in Congrefs affembled. 

; December 5, 1782.” l 

“ Whereas it appears to Congrefs by authentic do= 
cuments, that the people inhabiting the diftriét of coun- 
try, on the weft-fide of Connecticut river, commonly 
called the New-Hampfhire Grants, and claiming to be 
an independent State, in contempt of the authority of 
Congrefs, and in direct violation of their refolutions of 
the 24th of September 1779, and of the 2d of June 1780, 
did, in the month of September laft, proceed to exercife 
jarifdi€tion over the perfons and properties of fundry 
inhabitants of the faid diftrict, profelling themfelves to 
be fubjects of, and to owe allegiance to the State of New~ 
York; by. means whereof divers of them have been con- 
demned to banifhment, not to return on pain of death 
and confifcation of eftate, and others have been fined, 
in large fums, and otherwife deprived of property. 
Therefore, . 

** Refolved, ~ 

‘* That the faid a€ts and proceedings of the faid peo- 
ple, being highly derogatory to the authority of the 
-United States, and dangerous to the confederacy, re- 
quire the immediate and decided interpofition of Con- 
prefs, for the protection and relief of fuch as have fuf- 
fered by them, and for preferving peace in the faid dif- 
trict, until a decifion fhall be had of the controverfy re« 
lative to the jurifdi@tion of the fame.” 

. © That the people inhabiting the faid diftri@ claiming 
to be independent, be, and they are hereby required 
Without delay to make full and ample reftitution to Ti- 
mothy Church, Timothy Phelps, Henry Evans, Willi- 

am 
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am Shattuck and fuch others, as have been condemned 
to baniiiment and confifcation of eftates, or have other- 
wife been deprived of property, fince the firt day of 
September lat, fof the damages they have fuftained by 
the ofits and proceedings aforefaid, and that they be not: 
moleited in their peifons or properties on their return to 
their hebi.dtions in the foid diftrict.” 

E That the United States will take effectual meafures. 
to enforce a compliance with the aforefaid refolutions, in 
cafe the fame fhall be difebeyed by the people of the faid 
diftriGt.” ; 3 

“€ That no perfons holding commiffions under the 
Sta of New-York, or under the people of the faid 
diftrict claiming to be independent, exercife any autho- 
rity over the perfons and properties of any inhabitants in, 
the faid diftrict, contrary to the fore-mentioned refoluti- 
a of the 24th of September 1779, and the 2d of June 
1780? 

_ & That a copy of the foregoing refolutions be tranf- 
mitted to Thomas Chittenden, Eig; of Bennington, in 
the diftriét aforefaid, to be communicated to the people 
thereof.” : 
Extract from the minutes,” 
(Signed) CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary. 
rom the before recited refolutions èf Congrefs, the: 
journals of the Legiflature of this State, and the after 
tranfactions between the United Statesin Congrefs af- 
fembled, and the Agents or Delegates from this States 
the following inferences are deduced, to wits; the laft 
mentioned refolutions of Congrefs of the 5th of Decem- 
ber 1782, are altogether predicated on other refolutions 
of theirs of the 24th of September 1779 and 2d of June 
1780, which prefcribed to this State in part a defifting 
from the exercife of civil government, in which intere 
mediate fpace of time between the palling of the faid re- 
folutions of the 24th of September 1779 and 2d of June 
1780, and thofe of the sth of December 1782; a confe-. 
deration or fcederal union between the United States re- 
refented in Congrefs, and the Legiflature of this State 
fad been mutually agreed upon between them, which 


agreement abfolutely nullifies the foree and validity - 
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thofe refolutions of Congréfs of the 24th of September 
1779 and 2d of June 1780, on the fuppofition, that they 
were originally binding on this government (which is 
by no means admitted.) And inafmuch as the faid lait 
refolutions of Congrefs of the 5th of December 1782 are 
eflentially founded on thofe antecedent refolutions of 
theirs of 1779, and 1780, which were difannulled by the 
fame authority that refolved them, in confequence of a 
fubfequent mutual agreement of afœderal union between 
. the United States and this State as aforefaid, and necef-~ 
farily invalidates the laft_refolutions of Congrefs of the - 
sth of December 1782, for they cannot be of any more 
validity than thofe other refolutions of 1779 and 1780, on 

> which they were predicated. For the before recite 
preliminary agreement propofed on the part of Congrefs, | 
of a foederal union of the United States with this, and. 
in the fulleft and moft explicit manner acceded to, on 
the part of this State, is fomething or nothing. If it a- 
mounts to any thing, it fupercedes and invalidates all 
antecedent and fubfequent refolutions of Congrefs re~- 
{petting this State, and renders them nugatory, and is 
ill binding onthe part of Congrefs; but if fuch folemn 
agreements are nothing, all faith, truft or confidence in 
the tranfactions of public bodies is at an end. So certain 
as the plighted faith of Congrefs in their faid ftipulated 
agreement with this Staté was originally binding on . 
them, the obligation ftill remains the fame, which of 
_neceffary confequence invalidates all other refoluti- 
ons of Congrefs refpeCting this State, until it is 
ratified by an admittance of this Staté into the confeder- 
ation of the United States on their part. I have argued 
thus far on Congrefs’s own principles, and proceed 
next to the fecond part of the argument predicated on 
the impropriety of the pretenfions of Cangrefs to con- 
troul the internal police of this State. Congrefs will not 
(it is prefumed) pretend to unlimitted power, or to any 
other than what has been delegated to them from the 
United States; nor will they pretend, that their articles 
of confederation will warrant them in intet fenng with, 
or controuling the internal police of the United States; 
whence then did they obtain a rightin] prerogative oe 
the 
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the.internal police of this State, from,which they have 
never received any delegated power ? This State (on re- 
volution principles) has as good a right to independence 
as Congrefs, and has an equal right, or rather no right 
to pafs refolutions prefcribing meàfures to Congrefs, as 
.Congrefs has to prefcribz to this State, to receive their 
baniihed, and make reftitution to them and other 
criminals of the property, which by a legal procefa 
has been taken from them for their enormities 
heretofore committed againit the laws and autho- 
rity of this State. Formerly it has been argued by Con- 
grefs, and that juftly,** That if Great Britain had 2 
right to tax the” (then) American Colonifts, as they 
pleafed, without reprefentation, the Colonifts could not 
call any part of their cafh their own, fince it might be 
taxed from them without their confent.”” The fame ar- 
gument will apply againft the right of Congrefs to con- 
troul the civil aa of this State, for if they may in 
ene inftance doit, they may in another, and fo, on till 
they fupprefs the whole. But fhould they endeavour to 
fruttrate the independence of this State, which has as 
good aright to it as themfelves, it would be a manifeft 
ceparture from their original defign of liberty. Con- 
refs oppofed the arbitrary affumed prerogative of the 
ritifh government to make laws to bind the (then) colo- 
nifts, or to controul their internal police, and have 
brought about a revolution, in which the people of this 
State have fignalized themfelves. 

How inconfiftent then is it in Congrefs to affume the 
fame arbitrary ftretch of prerogative over. Vermont, for 
which they waged war againft Great Britain ? Is the li- 

‘berty and natural rights of mankind a mere bubble, and 
the {port of State politicians? What avails it to Ameri-~ 
ca to eftablifh one arbitrary power on the ruins of ano- 
ther? Congrefs fet up as patriots for liberty, they did 
well, but pray extend the liberty, for which they are 
contending, to others. The inhabitants of the territory 
of Vermont have lived in a State of independence from 
their firft fettlement to this day : Their firt mode of go- 
vernment and management of their internal police was 
very fimilar to that of the United States in their firft fe- 
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paration from the Britith government. They were go- 
verned by Committees of Safety and Conventions, whick 
lat was their higheft judicature for the fecurity of their 
juft rights againit the oppreflions of the (then) province 
of New-York, (the principal o.*cers of the Green Moune 
tain Boys béing then judges in the faid territory) and ` 
which on the 15th day of January 1777 declared them- 
felves to be a free and independent State, and have from 
their firft fettlement of the country maintained their ine 
dependence, and protected their lives and properties 
againft all invaders, and date their. freedom from_the 
yoyal adjudication of the boundary line between New- 
York and New-Hampbthire the 2oth July, 1764, and are 
now in the eighteenth year of their independence, an 
cannot fubmit to be reiolved out of it by the undue in- 
fluence, which the State. of New-York (their old adver- 
fary) hasin Congrefs; this is too much, heaven forbid 
it ! the feelings of the citizens of Vermont, over which 
J have the honor to prefide (I am perfuaded } will never 
give in to it ; they are free, and in poffeflion of it, and 
will remain independent of New-York, notwithftanding 
their artifice or power. This State have no controverly 
with the United States, complexly confidered, and is at 
all times ready and able to vindicatetheir juft rights and 
Tberik againit any ufurpations of the State of New- 
ork. ; 

To return to the tranfactions of Congrefs, particularly 
their refolves of the sth 6f December 1782. * Refolved, 
That the faid ats and proceedings of the faid people,” 
which was that of ikeir courts of guffice punifbing deline 
quents in due from of law, “ Being highly derogatory to 
the authority of ihe United States, and dangerous to the 
confederacy, require the immediate and decided inter 
pofition of Congrefs for the proteCtion and relief of fuch 
as have fuffered by them, and for preferving peace in the 
faid diftri&, until a decifion fhall be had of the controver- 
fy relative to the jurifdi€tion of the fame.” That the 
exercife of civil law in this State is derogatory to the au- 
thority of the United States, confidered as fuch, or that 
it fhould be thought dangerous to the confederacy, is pa- 
radoxicals or that the interpofition of Congrefs in ne 
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matter would be a means of reftoring peace in this State, 
is equally fo. Law, peace and order was eltablifhed in 
this diftri€t previous to the late refolyes of Congrefs; 
what difcord they may eccafion, time muft determine, 
Tt isa general opinion, thata ratification of the faid fti- 
pulated agreement would haye had a more falutary tena 
dency to peace, than the late refolutions. And asto the 
decifion of the juriidiclion of the territory of this State, 
Congrefs, in their refolutions of the 7th and 21 or Au- 
guit 1781, did determine the limits, which. they would 
guarantee to the States of New-Hampthire and New- 
ork by virtue of the articles of confederation of the U~ 
nited States, which is as-follows; ‘ By the United States 
in Congrefs efembled, Auguit 21, 1781. It being the 
fixed purpoie of Congrefeto adhere to the guarantee of 
the States of New-Hampihire and New-York contained 
in their refolutions of the jth inflant,” to wit, that “they 
will confider all the lands belonging to New-Hampthire 
and New-York refpectively, without the limits of Ver- 
mont aforefaid, as coming within the mutual guarantee ` 
of territory contained in the articles cf confederation, 
and that the United States will accordingly guarantee 
e{uch lands, and the juriidiction over the fame, againft a- 
ny claims or encroachments from the irhebitantsef Ver- 
mont aforefaid.” Thus far the refolutions of the 7th of 
Auguit referred to in the refolutions of the a1ft the lat- 
ter of which proceeds to point out the particular bounda- 
ries of the guarantee to the States aforeiaid, to wit; To 
the State of New-Hampfhire all the lands “on the eaft 
‘fide of the weft hanks of Connecticut rivers’’ and to the 
State of New-York all the lands ** on the weft fide ofa 
Jine beginning at the north weft corner of the State of 
Maflachufetts, thence by a line twenty miles eaft of 
Hudfon’s river, to far as faid river runs northerly in its 
Mai courfe, thence by the weit bounds of the towr- 
. dhips granted by the late government of New-Hamphhire 
to the river running from South Bay to Lake Cham- 
plain, thence along the faid river to Lake~-Champlain, 
thence along the waters of Lake Champlain to latitude 
45 north, excepting a neck of Land between Minoo 
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Bay andthe waters of Lake Champlain.” That Cots 
_ grels has explicitly pointed out, and determined the 
boundaries of thé guarantee of the lands and jurifdicii« _ 
on of the State of New-Hampthire and New-York, as 
far as their refpective claims interfere with this State, 
was the opinion of the Committee of the whole Legifla+ . 
ture of this State, may be feen from their Journals, vizs 
$ Refolvad, That in the fenfe of this Commitiee, Cons 
grels, by their refoliitions of Auguft laft, in guarantee- 
ing tothe States of New-York and New-Hampthire 
‘teipectively all the territory withoutcertain limits there< 
in exprefled, have eventually determinéd the boundaries 
- of this State”. `- ae _ 

_ To this limitation of Vermont its Legiflatiire cos- 
cuired, as the before quoted Journals may evince. The 
boundaries of the States of New-York and New-Hamp+ 
„Ahire; as far as theft, interfere with the State of Vere 
mont, having been already thus adjudicated by Congrefs, 
what propriety is there then in the refolutions of the gtl 
of December, 1782, in which-they break over their own 
adjudicated bounds of Auguft 1781, requiring this State 
*¢ ‘Without delay to make full and ample reftitution to 
Timothy Church, Timothy Phelps, Henry Evans, 
William Shattuck and fiich others as have been cons 
demned to banifhment and conhftation of eftate,or have 
otherwife been deprived of property; fince th Arft day 
of September lakt and that they be-not molefted in their 
perfons or properties on their return to their habitations 
in the faid diftritt.” Congrefs has been fo mutable in 
their refolutions re{pecting Vermont, that itis impofs 
fible to know on st He ground to find them, or what 
they defign next: At one time they guarantee to the 
-States of New-York and New-Hampfhire their lands 
-and jurifdidtion to certain defcribed limits, leaving a 
place for the exiftence of this State. And the next that 
this government hears from them, they are within thofe ' 
limits, controuling the internal government of this State. 
Again they prefcribe preliminaries of confederation, 
and when complied with on the part of this State, they 
unreafonably* procraftinate the ratification thereot. 
s: That the United States will take eficétual meat 
e 4 A i G 


cE 8 J. 


to enforce a compliance with the aforefaid refolution, in 
cafe the fame fhall be difobeyed by the people of the faid 
diftria.” In this cafe it is porabi, that this State 
would appeal to the juftice of his Excellency General _ 
Wafhington, and in’ as much as his Excellency the 
General, and moft of the inhabitants of the conti- 
uous States are in favour of the independence of thig 
state, as limitted by Congrefs, as aforefaid ; I beg leave 
to fuggeft to‘ them, whether itis not more prudent to re- 
fer thefettlement of this difpute ‘to the States of New- 
York and Vermont, than to embroil the Confederacy of 
the United States therewith, = °° SS". o= 
Although this State is not amenable to the tribunal of . 
Congrefs les the pia cages of their internal police, F 
neverthelefs will give them a brief narrative of facte re- 
lative to thofe delinquents, in whofe behalf Congrefe in 
their refolutions of Decemiber laft hive interpofed. At 
the feflion of the General Affembly of this State, in 
February 1781, they made a general a€t of amnefty in 
favorr of fuch perfons within this State, who had previ- 
oufly made oppofition to its authority, upon which they 
unanimouily fubmitted to this governnient, and all op- 
fition to it ceafed for more than one year, when the 
Legiflature-having ordered a certain quota of men to be 
raifed in the feveral towns throughout this State for the 
_ defence of its frontiers, evil minded ‘perfons in the towa 
and vicinage of Guildford, inthe foutherly ‘pet of the 
county of Windham, oppofed the raifing and paying of 
them, and Governor Clinton of the State of New-York, 
by letters to them and otherwife, interfered in their be- 
half, which caufed a fecond infurreGtion in this State ; 
and though every prudént and Tenient meafure was taken 
by government to reclaim the offenders, they proved in- 
effectual; in‘ the mean time Governor Clinton gave 
commiflions, civil and military, to fundry of thofe difaf- 
- fected perfons, and they had the effrontery to attemptto 
exercile the laws of the State of New-York ‘over the ci- 
tizens of this State, when a military force was, by the 
direction of this government, fent to affift the Sherif 
of Windham county in the execution of the laws of this 
State, and rhe procedure of thie Court felative to the fite 
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criminals, who were banifhed, and to fundry others, 
who were amerced in pecuniary fines, was in dud form 
ef law.: The ‘notorious Samuel Ely, who ‘was rings 
leader of the late feditions in the Statéof ‘Maflachufetta; 
a fugitive from Juftice, was one’ of the barifhed, hs 
feft that State, ‘and was beginning infurređtiong in 
this, when ke was detetted, ‘and carefully delivered to 
the Sheriff of the county of Hampfhire, in the State of 
the Maffachufetts, who, as I have been fince informed, 
has fécured him in goal at Bolton, to the great ‘fatisfacs 

, tignand peate of that Staté. This tame Samuel Ely; 
Timothy Church ‘arid William Shattuck, who were 
three of ‘the banifhed, had previoully taken the oath of. 

` allegiance to'this State;and fo had à greater part of thofe 
who were fined ; and every of the towns, in:which they 
~ fefided, had for feverat {eflions of Afembly, previous to 
' their infurreétion, been reprefented in the Legiflature of 
this State. So that admitting the- refolutions of Con» 
-grèis of ‘the 24th of September 1749 “and2d_ bf June 
1480, to be binding on ‘the States of New-York and 
‘Vermont, which prefcribed te them to exereife- their 
-refpective jurifdiQiions over fuch of the inhabitants of 
thé controverted territory; who fheuld přofefs to owe 

allegiance toone or both of them, and not«to ‘in 
with each others jurifdiGtion; “and asevery af: thofe in- 
habitants, previous to the late infurpeSion, had con- 
formed to the govetnment of this State, the jurifdidion 
. of -the State of New-York became extinét ::And Con- 
grefs having, in their faid refolves, given their premifed 
right of juridition to the States of New-York and Ver- 
mont; and that of New-York having béen éndéd as-a- 
forefaid, the whole right of jurifdiGtion reverted to. the 
-State of Vermont, fo that, Congrefs, by their faid refo- 
lutions of 1779 and 1780, fairly put the aforefaid banifh- 
æd pe and others under the jurifdition of this State, 
and are forecloged from interfering with the jurifdiGtion 
of the fame, and confequently céuld have had ro jurif- 
diction of thofe matters, which in their refolutions of 
the sth of December 1782 they object to the civil autho- 
rity of this State, and in which they fo {piritedly inter- 
pole their prerogative, for that the faid delinquents titi 
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every of them, in juft conftruction of law of reafoti, 
fubjects of this State, and therefore agreeable to the ex- 
preis tenor of thofe refolutions of es of 1779 and 
1780, could not be amenable to any other laws or regy- 
dations but thofe of the State of Vermont eae 
. But admitting that Cengrefs has a baie authority to 
controul the internal poliec of this State, it haan ine 
conteftible right to be heard in its defence, as a party 
inlaw) and ibould on this thefis have been cited by. 
ngrefs to a hearing at their tribunal, previous te their 
iang paffed their refolutions of the gth af December 
laft, that this State might have had the privilege of vin- 
Gicating their canfe. But that Congrefs at the fpecial 
inftance of Charles Phelps (a notorious cheat and nui- 
fance to mankind, as far as his acquaintance and deal- 
ings have been extended) should come to a decifion of fo 
important 2 matter, ex parte, ,is illegal, and contrary to 
the Jaw of nature and nations, i 
- Sir, I beg leave to conclude this Remonftrance by eara 
neftly foliciting a foederal union with the united States, 
agreeable ta the before recited preliminary agreement, 
‘which the Committee of Congrefs have reported, has 
st become ab/olute avd neceffary on their part to be pers 
formed,” and from which this State will not recede.’ 
j I have the honor, to be, 


"With due refpet, . 
Your Excellency’s obedient and 
Humble Servant, 


- THO'’s. CHITTENDEN. 
His Bucellency 
The Profident of Congre/t. 
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